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Against the conduct of the Entente during those
weeks no charge of substance can be made. Russia
strove zealously for peace. France laboured till the
last moment to prevent catastrophe, and by her
scruples gave her enemy an initial advantage. When
all hope had gone she faced the crisis with a noble
calm, very different from the excited hours of 1870.
Nor can there be any serious reflection on the action
of Britain. Sir Edward Grey played under supreme
difficulties a part which must rank among the most
honourable achievements of British statesmen, and
for Mr. Asquith and the Ministers who supported
him from the first there can be nothing but praise.
Yet it must be recorded that it was only by accident
that the right course was taken. The tone of the
press at the time, and the discussions in the Cabinet
up to 3rd August, showed how ignorant and unpre-
pared were our people. But the outrage on Belgium
raised a moral issue which swept away every doubt.
Et is not too much to say that the honour and liberty
of our race were saved by the martyrdom of their
little neighbour.
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